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DIARY OF EVENTS - AUTUMN 2008

OCTOBER
27" — 315t HALF TERM
NOVEMBER

6" 9.30 — 10.30 am Open Morning for prospective Yr R Parents
Yr 2 Trip — Imperial War Museum
Yr 4 Trip — Lullingstone Roman Villa

13" 9.15 am Yr 4 Class Assembly

14" 9.15am Yr 3 & Yr 6 Class Mass

16™ Whole School Sunday Mass

18" Yr 5 Trip — Woodlands Farm

20" 9.15 am Yr 3 Class Assembly
DECEMBER

5t 2.30 pm Yr R Class Mass

10™ 9.15 am Whole School Mass in church

Coffee and mince pies for parents and
Parishioners in the church hall

12t 2.00 pm Nativity Production Yr R, Yr 1 and Yr 2
15 2.00 pm Carol Concert
18" Children’s Christmas Lunch
Disco/Father Christmas
19' LAST DAY OF TERM

Dear Parents

The dates above cover the important events in the schools calendar for the second half of the
autumn term. You will also find all newsletters on St Joseph’s website

Harvest Festival

A big thank you to everyone who made donations to our Harvest Festival. The Salvation
Army were delighted to receive your generous donations.

Love In a Box

Just a reminder to say that all boxes need to be back at school by 9" November. Thank you
in advance for your support.

Primary Admissions 2009

If your child is born between 1st September 2004 and 31st August 2005 they will be due to
start school in the Autumn of 2009. The Bexley Common Application Forms (CAF) will be
available from the school office from the 3" November. Supplementary Admission Forms will
also be available either on line at the website address above or from the school office. The
deadline for completion of the forms is 31st January 20009.
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SATS

SATs are taking place between 11" -15" May 2009. Please ensure your children are in
attendance during this week. Absences during this time will not be authorised.

School Uniform

Please could | ask you to check your child’s school uniform in case they have accidentally
taken home another child’s item of clothing by mistake.

Sex Education in Schools

Please find attached a Press Release from the Catholic Education Service regarding the
review of Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) for your information.

Poppy Appeal

The school will be selling poppies on behalf of the Royal British Legion Poppies will be on
sale to the children from Monday 3™ November.

Morrisons — Let’s Grow Scheme

Thank you for all the vouchers received so far. Please keep sending them in.

Wishing you all a happy half term.

Thank you for your support.

Yours sincerely

Miss P Reen
Head Teacher
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23" October 2008

Catholic Education Service for England and Wales: observations on Government response to

Review of Sex and Relationships Education (SRE)

Today the Government’s response to their commissioned Review of SRE has been published.
There is much in the Review which we can support and important reassurances contained in
the Government’s response.

The circumstances nationally which have led to the Review include a well recognised yet
damaging pattern of sexual behaviour among a considerable number of young people; a lack
of a framework of values around matters of sexual understanding and behaviour; parents and
carers who do not always feel confident to fulfil their role in educating their children in matters
of relationships and sexuality; and shortcomings in the availability and teaching of Personal,
Social and Health Education (PSHE) in schools.

The Review makes important proposals, which the Government broadly accepts, and those
which we can support include:

a) The priority given to establishing a “values context” for all teaching of SRE. This aspect of
the proposals will need to be developed in order to ensure that all SRE takes place with
the due emphasis on relationships as the Review group have called for, and due regard for
the protection of fundamental values;

b) A recognition of the importance of the role of parents as the first educators of their
children. This, too, will need to be carefully developed and we are pleased to note the
recognition of the role and responsibilities of governing bodies that is included in the
Government’s response;

c) Respect for schools with a religious character and the clear expectation that all SRE in
Catholic schools will be shaped by Catholic teaching.

Sex and Relationships Education is rightly a sensitive issue and it is of great significance that
in its response, the Government calls for PSHE to be made statutory across all maintained
schools in England, including primary and secondary. Programmes of study are still to be
drawn up but reassurance has been given that these will not be so prescriptive in character as
to involve conflict with Catholic teaching.

In the fashioning of SRE it is important that parental involvement is maintained. But it is also
important to understand that good SRE, as carried out already in most Catholic schools, does
not mean the early sexualisation of children and young people. In a Catholic school it means
children learning about their uniqueness as part of God’s creation, his love for each person,
and how this means we must respect one another. It helps children to establish friendships
and it contributes to child protection.

The Review also calls for additional resources so that teachers can be designated and trained
for SRE. We look forward to our Catholic university colleges, higher education institutes and
universities with religious foundations being key players in this initiative.

The Review and Government response will need legislation in order to be implemented. The
statutory rights of parents to withdraw their children from sex education remain but it is our
hope that parents will not find the need to exercise this right as children are likely to benefit

from experiencing SRE amongst their friends and peers.

The Catholic Church in England and Wales will work with diocesan officers and others to
ensure that the necessary support to parents, Governors and school staff is in place to help
ensure that our children and young people grow up knowing and understanding the Church’s
teachings, and with the factual information and skills that they need for their own health and
wellbeing, free of exploitation and leading to fulfilled lives, which for many will include the joy
of loving married relationships.

Oona Stannard
Chief Executive and Director
Catholic Education Service for England and Wales
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